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tary Communication from the German Chancellor handed 
to His Majesty's Ambassador on August 25, 1989. 


‘Tux following is a translation of the text of a verbal communication 
made to Sir Nevile Henderson by Herr Hitler at his interview on the 


25th August :— 
‘* By way of introduction the Fiihrer declared that the British - 


Ambassador had given expression at the close of the last conversa- 
tion to the hope that, after all, an understanding between Germany 
"and England might yet be possible. He (the Fiihrer) had therefore 
turned things over in his mind once more and desired to make 
a move as regards England which should be as decisive as the 
move as regards Russia which had led to the recent agreement. 
Yesterday's sitting in the House of Commons and the speeches of 
Mr. Chamberlain and Lord Halifax had also moved the Fihrer 
to talk once more to the British Ambassador, The assertion that 
Germany affected to conquer the world was ridiculous. The British 
Empire embraced 40 million square kilometres, Russia 19 million 
square kilometres, America 9} million square kilometres, whereas 
Germany embraced less than 600,000 square kilometres. It is 
quite clear who it is-who desires to conquer the world. 
“The Fiihrer makes the following communication to the 
British Ambassador :— 


‘+1. Poland’s actual provocations have become intolerable. It 
makes no difference who is responsible. If the Polish Government 
denies responsibility, that only goes to show that it no longer itself 

any influence over its subordinate military authorities. 
In the preceding night there had been a further twenty-one new 
frontier incidents; on the German side the greatest discipline had 
been maintained. All incidents had been provoked from the Polish 
side. Furthermore, commercial aircraft had been shot at. If the 
Polish Government stated that it was not responsible, it showed 
that it was no longer capable of controlling its own people. 
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“9.-Germany was in all the circumstances determined to 

these Macedonian conditions on her eastern frontier 

and, what is more, to do so in the interests of quiet and order, but 
also in the interests of European peace. 

“8. The problem of Danzig and the Corridor must be solved.— 
The British Prime Minister had made a speech which was not in 
the least calculated to induce any change in the German attitude. 
At the most, the result of this speech could be @ bloody and 
inealeulable war between Germany and England. Such a war 
would be bloodier than that of 1914 to 1918. In contrast to the 
last war, Germany would no longer have to fight on two fronts. 
Agreement with Russia was unconditional and signified a change 
in foreign policy of the Reich which would last @ very long time. 
Russia and Germany would never again take up arms against each 
other. Apart from this, the agreements reached with Russia would 
also render Germany secure economically for the longest possible 
period of war. 

“The Fihrer had always wanted an Anglo-German under- 
standing. War between England and Germany ecoyld at the best 
bring some profit to Germany but none at all to England. 

“The Fihrer declared that the German-Polish problem must 
be solved and will be solved. He is, however, prepared and deter- 
mined after the solution of this problem to approach England once 
more with a large comprehensive offer. He is & man of great 
decisions, and in this case also he will be capable of being great in 
his action. He accepts the British Empire and is ready to pledge 
himself personally for. its continued existence and to place the 
power of the German Reich at its disposal if— 


(1) His colonial demands which are limited and can be 
negotiated by peaceful methods are fulfilled and in this 
case he is prepared to fix the longest time limit. 

(9) His obligations towards Italy are not touched; in other 
words, he does not demand that England gives up her 
obligations towards France and similarly for his own 
part- he cannot withdraw from his obligations towards 
Italy. 

(8) He ee desires to stress the irrevocable determination of 
Germany never again to enter into conflict with Russia. 
The Fibrer is ready to conclude agreements with 
England which, as has already been emphasised, would 
not only guarantee the existence of the British Empire 
in all circumstances as far as Germany is concerned, 
but also if necessary an assurance to the British Empire 
of German assistance regardless of where such assistance 
should be necessary. The Fiihrer would then also be 
ready to accept & reasonable limitation of armaments 
which corresponds to the new political situation, and 
which is economically tolerable. Finally, the Fiihrer 
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renewed his assurances that he is not interested in 
Western problems and that a frontier modification in 
the West does not enter into consideration. Western 
fortifications which have been constructed at a cost of 
milliards were final Reich frontier on the West. 


“If the British Government would consider these ideas a 
blessing for Germany and also for the British Empire might 
result. If it rejects these ideas there will be war. 
would Great Britain e 


Immediately lish question 
he would approach n offer."’ 


No. 6¥. 
Sir N. Henderson to Viscount Halifax (received 7 p.x.). 


(Telegraphic.) Berlin, August 25, 1989. 
I give text of a verbal 
this morning. He was 
spoke with great earnestness and 
apparent sincerity. Minister for Foreign Affairs was present but took 
practically no part in the conversation. 

2. Herr Hitler began by saying that he had always and still 
desired good relations with Great Britain, and his conscience com- 
pelled him to make this final effort to Secure them. It was his last 

I should fly to England myself in order 
ty’s Government. 


> Polish 
question. Herr Hi this on grounds that 
Polish provocation ment render German interven. 
tion to protect German nationals inevitable. I again and again 
returned to this point but always got the same answer, = 

4. TI told Herr Hitler that T could not discuss rights and wrongs of 
mutual provocation and incidents : that was for the Polish Ambassador 
to discuss with Herr von Ribbentrop and | suggested that he should 
do so. Herr Hitler's reply was that M. Lipski had seen Field- 
Marshal Goring, but had not been able to propose anything new. 

5. I told Herr Hitler that we equid not abandon Poland to her 
fate, hut T made the entirely personal Suggestion that M. Beck and 


* Conveying the substance of No, 68, 
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